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Celebrating Fashion

–––––––
“In New York and Paris I went wild,

experimenting with lighting and texture and motion.
I always tried to be true to the designer,

yet make each picture as beautiful 
as I could and do it in an unconventional way.

I was very thankful for my training in fashion.”

– g o r d o n  pa r k s

photo: suzanne plunkett/associated press
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Thank you for joining us tonight as we celebrate fashion
and the incredible legacy of Gordon Parks. Many of you
were with us at our inaugural event in 2007 and we are
pleased to continue the tradition this evening. To quote
one of our guests, Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., “Gordon
Parks is the most important black photographer in the
history of photojournalism. Long after the events that 
he photographed have been forgotten, his images will
remain with us, testaments to the genius, transcending
time, place and subject matter.”

This evening we are celebrating fashion, where Gordon began his career. He
would be impressed by and proud of our four honorees: model and activist Liya
Kebede, activist and philanthropist Russell Simmons, designer Isabel Toledo and
photographer and filmmaker Bruce Weber, all of whom are stars in their
fields. The common bond they share with Gordon is their commitment to making
this world a better place.

The Gordon Parks Foundation, established in 2007, preserves Gordon Parks’s
creative work, makes it available to the public, and honors others who have
contributed their lives to the arts. Gordon was a humanitarian with a deep
commitment to social justice. His body of work documents many of the most
important aspects of American culture from the early 1940’s until his death in
2006. The proceeds from tonight’s event will be used to permanently preserve
this work and make it available to schools, communities and museums around
the world.

Tonight’s auction was organized by my son Peter. Photographers, foundations,
and estates have overwhelmingly responded to his honesty, integrity and his
devotion to Gordon Parks. This evening was made possible in a large part by
the hard work of Peter and by Diana Revson. I thank them for their passion
and I thank all of you for being with us tonight.

Peter Kunhardt
President, Board of Directors
the gordon parks foundation
the meserve-kunhardt foundation
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program designed by eric baker design associates

the gordon parks
awards dinner and auction

Celebrating Fashion

–––––––

june 2, 2009
Gotham Hall, New York City

Evening Program
............................................................................................................................

Cocktails Music by Mario Sprouse

Welcome André Leon Talley,
Editor-at-Large, vogue

Film From HBO: Half Past Autumn 

Opening Remarks Peter Kunhardt, President

Gordon Parks Foundation 
Award Recipients

Russell Simmons Introduced by Richard Plepler
Activist & Philanthropist Co-President, HBO

Liya Kebede Introduced by Bethann Hardison
Model & Activist Fashion Advocate

Isabel Toledo Introduced by Ruben Toledo
Designer Artist

Bruce Weber Introduced by Anna Wintour
Photographer & Filmmaker Editor-in-Chief, vogue

Live Auction Hugh Hildesley, Auctioneer

Nikon/Gordon Parks Scholarship Dyllan McGee, Executive Director

Please visit our Silent Auction,
open until 10:00 p.m.
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menu

Katchkie Farms Organic Greens Salad
New York State Goat Cheese

Citrus Vinaigrette and Roasted Baby Beets
.................

Herb Crusted Filet of Beef
Creamed Spinach Flan

Crispy Crushed Fingerling Potatoes with Sea Salt
Tomato Onion Marmalade

.................

Classic Strawberry Shortcake
.................

Coffee and Tea
.................

Catering by
Great Performances 

Flowers by
Robert Downs Clark

Event Planning by
Buckley Hall Events

Auctioneer
Hugh Hildesley, Sotheby’s

photo: gordon parks
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about the 2009 award recipients
.................

The Gordon Parks Foundation Award is given to outstanding individuals
whose contributions to the arts reflect four principles that Gordon 

demonstrated throughout his life: courage, vision, compassion and dignity.

russell simmons
Russell Simmons has been the master of the hip-hop
phenomenon since its inception in the late 1970’s. In 1994,
along with his partner Rick Rubin, Russell created the
legendary Def Jam Recordings, catapulting the cultural
revolution that is hip-hop as we know it today. His fashion
empire Phat Farm defined hip-hop clothing and others
followed. His film and television production company has
had several successful series including MTV’s Run’s House,
HBO’s The Def Comedy Jam and Russell Simmons’ Presents
Def Poetry which led him to Broadway with Russell
Simmons’ Def Poetry Jam on Broadway. Russell’s interests
extend far beyond the business world and his work as an
activist has been significant. In 1995, along with his brothers

Danny and Joseph “Rev Run” Simmons, Russell founded Rush Philanthropic Arts
Foundation, dedicated to providing disadvantaged youth with exposure and access to the
arts, and offering exhibition opportunities to underrepresented artists and artists of color.
In 2001 he founded the Hip-Hop Summit Action Network to harness the cultural relevance
of hip-hop music as a catalyst for education advocacy and other societal concerns
fundamental to the well-being of at-risk youth throughout the United States. His latest
business venture is Global Grind, the premier on-line destination for the global
hip-hop community.

liya kebede
Ethiopian fashion model and advocate for maternal,
newborn and child health, Liya Kebede is a supermodel
and mother who was featured on the cover of American
Vogue for the second time in May 2005, with the headline
“Cover Model With A Cause.”Her Liya Kebede Foundation
helps reduce mother and child mortality though work
with governmental and non-governmental organizations.
The Foundation aims to increase awareness and visibility
of cost-effective, evidence-based interventions which are
extremely effective in improving the health and survival
of mothers and children. Liya’s children’s clothing line,
Lemlem, features products hand-woven in Ethiopia that
are intended to help build the Ethiopian manufacturing

industry, inspire economic independence, and preserve the art of weaving. She will
be seen next starring in the independent film Desert Flower, an adaptation of Waris
Dirie’s best-selling autobiography.

isabel toledo
Cuban born Isabel Toledo attended both the Fashion
Institute of Technology and Parsons School of Design,
but she credits an internship with Diana Vreeland at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art with her real training. She
has been described as a “cult figure” by the New York Times,
one of the “100 Designers that Count” by Women’s Wear
Daily, and Vogue called her “an important raw talent.” In
1998, together with her husband Ruben Toledo, Isabel 
was the subject of an exhibition at the Museum of the
Fashion Institute of Technology which chronicled their
seventeen years of collaboration in design and art. This
exhibition, entitled Toledo-Toledo: A Marriage of Art and
Fashion, has since traveled around the world. In 2005, Isabel

and Ruben Toledo were the recipients of the Cooper Hewitt National Design Award for
Fashion and in 2006 they were awarded a Fashion Visionary Award by FGI, an organization
founded by Eleanor Roosevelt to promote design awareness in the United States. Isabel has
been on the International Best Dressed List twice and a 25 year retrospective exhibition
and catalog of her fashion designs will be published this year by Yale University Press.

bruce weber
Bruce Weber became a preeminent photographer of the
fashion industry in the 1980’s and continues to be one of
its most popular and influential photographers. Working
for Ralph Lauren, Calvin Klein, Karl Lagerfeld, Gianni
Versace—and more recently, Abercrombie & Fitch—
Weber pioneered a nostalgic, boy-next-door style that
redefined the industry. He has also earned acclaim for his
filmmaking, including Broken Noses (1987), a documentary
about boxer and Olympic hopeful Andy Minsker; Let’s
Get Lost (1989), a documentary on jazz trumpeter Chet
Baker, which was nominated for an Academy Award for
Best Feature Documentary; and Chop Suey Club (2001),
a feature on wrestler Peter Johnson. His most recent 

documentary, A Letter to True, an anti-war film, opened at the Berlin Film Festival and
showed as an official selection at the Tribeca, Toronto, and Edinburgh Film Festivals
in 2004. More than fifteen books of Weber’s work have been published including the
just-released Cartier I Love You. His photographs are in the permanent collections of
the Victoria and Albert Museum in London and the Museum of Modern Art in
Paris. Weber has received a Clio Award for Recognition in Apparel (1986); the
International Documentary Association Award for both Broken Noses (1986) and Let’s
Get Lost (1987); an ICP Infinity Award for Applied Photography (1993); and the 1st
Annual Alfred Eisenstadt Award for portrait photography from Life Magazine (1998).
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andré leon talley
André Leon Talley is Vogue’s Editor-at-Large, regularly
delivering his “Life with André” column, as well as taking
charge of many fashion and celebrity projects for the 
magazine. He was hired as Vogue’s Fashion News Director
in 1983 and became Creative Director from 1988 to 1995.
After living in Paris for several years, he returned to Vogue
in 1998 to take on his current role. André is the author of
two books: ALT: a Memoir, and ALT 365+. He is a member
of the Board of the Savannah College of Art and Design
where a lifetime achievement award has been named for
him. He is also the 2003 recipient of the Council of Fashion
Designers of America (cfda) Eugenia Sheppard Award
for Excellence in Fashion Journalism.

chiara marinai
Chiara Marinai is a sophomore at SUNY Purchase College.
Although she was born and raised in New York City, her
father is from Florence, Italy and her mother is from
Reykjavik, Iceland. She attended a very small Italian
school from kindergarten through twelfth grade, graduating
in a class of only six students. She was given her first
manual camera in tenth grade, a hand-me-down from 
her great aunt, and she became fascinated with what she
could achieve with film. Soon after, she took a black and
white photography class at the International Center 
of Photography, and has been passionate about the
medium ever since.

about the nikon /gordon parks scholarship

.................

The Nikon/Gordon Parks Scholarship was established in 2009 with a $25,000 
donation from Nikon, Inc. to create an endowment through which annual scholarships will

be awarded to cover nearly half of the annual tuition for a New York State student at
Purchase College/SUNY in the School of Art + Design. Each year, the grant will be given 

to a photography student whose work reflects the passion and vision and humanity of
Gordon Parks. The very first recipient is a Bachelor of Fine Arts candidate, majoring in

photography. Her enthusiasm, her dedication to her art and her ability to look at the world
in unique new ways made her an obvious choice to the SUNY faculty who made the final
selection. The first recipient of the Nikon/Gordon Parks Scholarship is Chiara Marinai.

photo: douglas kirkland
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about the auction

.................

Benefit Auction
photographs

The images in tonight’s silent and live auctions are all reproduced in the 
Auction Catalogue. It is a testament to Gordon’s legacy that many of the leading names 
in photography wanted to support the work of his foundation by donating their own 

photographs. Funds raised in the auction will be used to permanently preserve 
the work of Gordon Parks and make his photographs available to schools,

museums and communities around the world.
photos: gordon parks

.................

drugstore cowboys, blind river ontario, 1955ingrid bergman at stromboli , 1949

hugh hildesley
Born in Cambridge, England, Hugh Hildesley joined
Sotheby’s in 1961 as an apprentice porter in the Old Masters
Painting Division. In 1965 he moved to New York as the
head of Sotheby’s Old Masters Painting Division. He was
ordained as an Episcopal priest in 1976, but remained at
Sotheby’s. He has written three books—Sotheby’s Guide 
to Buying and Selling at Auction in 1983, Journeying with
Julian in 1993, and The Complete Guide to Buying and
Selling at Auction in 1997. In 1995 Hugh was named
Sotheby’s Executive Vice President for North and South
America. He is an accomplished auctioneer, lecturer, and
contributor to journals on all aspects of the auction business.
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Robin P. Hickman
J. Crew

Francis P. Jenkins III
Karen Jenkins-Johnson/
Jenkins Johnson Gallery

Todd Kamelhar
Dara Meyers-Kingsley and Evan Kingsley

Margie and Philip B. Kunhardt
Susan and Peter MacGill

Dina Merrill and Ted Hartley
Jack “Rusty” O’Kelley

Beverly and Peter Orthwein
Bonnie D. Poloner
Deborah Roberts

Leslee and David Rogath
The Schonberger Family Foundation
Thomas J. Schwarz/SUNY Purchase

Ingrid Sischy
Nancy Steiner

Alessandro Uzielli
Charles A. Whittingham

Abbie Wyman
Genevieve Young

Shirley Young
Robin Zabludoff

Debra Tanner Abell, M.D.
Lisa Airan

Ted D. Ayres
Andi and Tom Bernstein
Bobbi Brown Cosmetics

Steven Boxer
Laura Brown and Barbara Danish
Caitlyn Carpanzano/Condé Nast

Elene Cassis
Lois Chiles and Richard Gilder

Jeffrey R. Cohen
The College of New Rochelle

Carol and George Crapple
Elizabeth Dater and Wm. Mitchell

Jennings
Bonnie and John Edelman

Niko Elmaleh
Alease Fisher and Paul Tallman

James A. Fox
Sheree, Gerald and Sarah Friedman

Michael J. Galvin, DVM
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gold

Lesley and Bart Grenier
Averil Haydock and Clive DuVal

Julie Hayek

salutes the many individuals, foundations,
and corporations who have shown their support.

patron tables
HBO

Polo Ralph Lauren
Argie and Oscar Tang

benefactor tables
Abercrombie & Fitch

Cartier North America
Diamond Information Center

Michael Formica and Robert Hiemstra/The Tiny Foundation
Jennifer and Robert James

Liya and Kassy Kebede
Kunhardt  McGee Productions

Elizabeth and John van Merkensteijn III
Tommy Morrison

Diana and Charles Revson
Peggy Rice
Jed Root

Russell Simmons
The Steven A. and Alexandra M. Cohen Foundation

Nina Landay Stuart
Bruce Weber and Nan Bush

leadership tickets & contributions
Birch Wathen Lennox School
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Butler
Mary and Marvin Davidson

Lori and Tom Florio
Nina Freedman and Michael Rosenbaum

Herb Ritts Foundation
Howard Greenberg Gallery

Priscilla Rattazzi and Chris Whittle
The Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A. Schwarzman

Sheryl and Dan Tishman
Isabel and Ruben Toledo
Cissy and Curt Viebranz

Vogue
Wichita State University

patron tickets & contributions
Baron & Baron, Inc.

Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s
Margaret McGee

Mary and Alok Singh

benefactor tickets & contributions
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Mercedes Altamira
Colby Anderson

Olga Eva Baczynska
Ellen and John Bailey
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Judit Bozsan
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Lisa Cushman
Michele M. Dunn
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Olivia and John Farr
Mercedes Fernandez

David W. Forer
Thayer Fox

Sierra Fromberg
Lara Glaister

Gordon Parks Center for Culture and Diversity
Lynn and Andrew Gross

Anne K. Halvorsen
Lewis J. Hart III
Oliver Haydock

William Haydock
Zoe M. Haydock
Leslie Henshaw

Lisa Kao
Caroline Kelly

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Knox
Monika Kosaristanova
Henry W. Kunhardt
Katharine Kunhardt

Peter W. Kunhardt, Jr.
Gordon MacGill
Megan Maroney
Donna McGuinn
Julia McLaughlin
Emily McLean
David Mehlman

Gretchen and Peter Menzies
Debby Muller

Lorie Napolitano
Sheila Nevins

Esther Newberg
Nancy O’Neil

Lucy and William Pecover
Roy Rowan

Charles Rubens II
Judie and Henry Scheinerman
Nancie and Mark Schwarzman

Elza R. Sharpe
Stephanie Shui
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Maura Smith
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Richard Stolley
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Beverley and Sabin Streeter
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Alison and Bob Wise
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additional contributions about the gordon parks foundation
The Gordon Parks Foundation, a division of the Meserve-Kunhardt Foundation,

was established in 2007 to preserve Gordon Parks’s creative work, continue to make it 
available to the public, and honor others who have contributed their lives to the arts.

The proceeds from the event will be used to permanently preserve Gordon’s work 
and make it available to schools, museums and communities around the world.

about the meserve-kunhardt foundation
The Meserve-Kunhardt Foundation is a section 501(c)(3) New York State 

not-for-profit corporation dedicated to the preservation of oral and visual history 
and the use of it to inform, educate, and inspire.

founders
Philip B. Kunhardt, Jr.

Gordon Parks

board of directors
Laura Brown, Nina Freedman, Peter Kunhardt, Philip B. Kunhardt III,

Daniel R. Tishman, Curtis G. Viebranz, Genevieve Young

advisory board
Vince Aletti, Barbara Baker-Burrows, Charles C. Bergman,
Johanna Fiore, Howard Greenberg, David Hume Kennerly,

Evan M. Kingsley, Jed Root, Mary Virginia Swanson

staff
Dyllan McGee, Executive Director

Diana Revson, Director of Development
Peter W. Kunhardt, Jr., Assistant Director

Mary Farley, Director of Finance
Mike Maron, Office Manager

the gordon parks foundation
48 wheeler avenue, 3rd floor

pleasantville, ny 10570
914.238.0791

www.gordonparksfoundation.org
www.mkfound.org



In celebration of the 90th birthday of

peggy rice
with love and thanks for her support 

of The Gordon Parks Foundation



“The moments I spent making these portraits always flow back with 
the warmest of memories. They are of people who I have admired 

and felt at ease with. And, in most cases, I attempted to intertwine their
personalities with their professions. The responsibility of breaking down
any barriers that stood between them and my camera belonged to me.

Since each of them seemed comfortable with my presence, I didn’t experience
any problems. I remain grateful for having shared time with them.”

– g o r d o n  pa r k s

Hermès Exhibit
G O R D O N  PA R K S :  P O R T R A I T S

Ma y  2 0 t h – Ju n e  3 0 t h , 2 0 0 9
t h e  g a l l e r y  at  h e r m è s

6 9 1  m a d i s on  av e n u e , n e w  yor k , n y

alberto giacometti, 1951aaron copland, 1955leonard bernstein, 1955

langston hughes, 1941 gloria vanderbilt, 1954 ethel shariff, 1963
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Special Thanks
.................

Susan Benaroya, Alain Brouillaud, Bobbi Baker Burrows,
Jill Cowan, Tom Denison, Penelope Dixon & Associates,

Mary Farley, Johanna Fiore, Jackie Glover, Howard Greenberg,
George Kunhardt, Rita Luppino, Karen Marks, Mike Maron,

Doug Munson, Sheila Nevins, Toni Parks, Richard Plepler,
Amy Rockefeller, Dale Stulz /Stulz Appraisals and Consultants,

Gene Young, and the entire Junior Committee.

photo: johanna fiore



At the heart of the image was a man with great vision, unmistakable
style and a relentless commitment to “the common search for a better
life and a better world.”

Nikon is proud to celebrate the life and work of 
Gordon Parks.

photo: douglas kirkland

is pleased to announce the 2010 exhibit of

L I N C O L N
Februar y  13 th–June  6th , 2010

at the bruce museum in greenwich, connecticut

 



With appreciation to 

joyce clark
for her gift of The Ed Clark Collection to the Meserve-Kunhardt Foundation.





Calla Lily, 1986 ©Robert Mapplethorpe Foundation. Used by permission.

from the robert mapplethorpe foundation

Congratulations Bruce

 


